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PROFILE

”

P UBLIC HEALTH
FOOD SAFETY

Today, as new food and water-related risks
continue to emerge, and at a time when the
relationships between infectious diseases,
cancer and nutrition are more numerous and
better understood, food safety and nutrition
have become public health priorities for many
countries and a major challenge for manufacturers.
Mérieux NutriSciences was created to extend
the expertise of Institut Mérieux and support
its mission of protecting consumer health.
Alongside our customers, our aim is to prevent
health risks connected with food and, more
broadly, with the use of everyday products.
By contributing to better nutrition, we also
hope to help improve public health. Benefiting
from Institut Mérieux’s knowledge and skills,
we bring a medical and scientific dimension to
research into nutrition, putting consumers and
patients at the heart of our work.

ALEXANDRE MÉRIEUX
Chairman of Mérieux NutriSciences

I

n a context of intense and globalized trade,
companies must face up to increasingly strict
requirements in terms of traceability of their
products and ingredients, and compliance with
complex international regulations. At the same time,
they must respond to consumers’ legitimate
demands for transparency.
Our experts and technicians work hard to provide
manufacturers with appropriate solutions, throughout
the value chain: starting with product design, safety
of raw materials, environmental safety and finished
product quality control, right through to final
distribution to consumers.
The strength of Mérieux NutriSciences lies in our ability
to offer tailor-made analytical, data-management
and consulting services, with the same high quality
standard all over the world. This strength stems
from our commitment to innovation, built on
a foundation of recognized scientific excellence,
which enables us to support companies in their R&D
programs.

”

PHILIPPE SANS

Every year, diarrheal illnesses caused by issues
relating to food and water kill approximately

2.2 MILLION

people,
including 1.9 MILLION children

MORE THAN 200

illnesses are caused by unsafe food
(Harmful bacteria, parasites, viruses,
and toxic chemicals)

EXPERTISE COVERING

FIVE FIELDS

ACCESS TO WATER

RELATING TO
CONSUMERS’ HEALTH:

Over

3.5 BILLION

80 ACCREDITED
LABORATORIES

RISKS CONNECTED WITH OBESITY

in 21 countries

people lack access to drinking water

FOOD SAFETY
Our core competence,
accounting for
80% of sales

Pharma & Medical Devices
Personal Care & Cosmetics
Agrochemicals
Water & Environment
Consumer Goods

A MARKET LEADER
Between 1980 and 2014, the prevalence of obesity
MORE THAN DOUBLED globally
Obesity and being overweight: THE PRIMARY
RISK FACTORS FOR DEATH, GLOBALLY
ENVIRONMENT

President and CEO of Mérieux NutriSciences

in many countries
Close to

6,500
EMPLOYEES
worldwide

1.5 BILLION

people living in cities are exposed to levels of
environmental pollution that exceed recommended levels
* SOURCES : WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
UNITED NATIONS (UN)

AN ENTITY
DEDICATED TO

INNOVATION:
Biofortis

M

érieux NutriSciences offers customers a
complete range of analytical and consulting
services to ensure the safety and quality of products
that have an impact on consumers’ health.
As a global leader in food safety, we have extended our
expertise to other areas of everyday life: pharmaceutical
and medical products, cosmetics, consumer goods,
water & environment, and agrochemicals.
The company has a presence in 21 countries through
a vast network of over 80 accredited laboratories and
six centers of innovation.
Mérieux NutriSciences and Biofortis, its contract
research organization, support companies in their
development of innovative new products.

SCIENTIFIC ROOTS

SCIENTIFIC ROOTS

… TO RESPOND TO TOMORROW’S
HEALTH CHALLENGES

Mérieux NutriSciences
stems from two scientific traditions:
Institut Mérieux, established in 1897
by Marcel Mérieux, a student of Louis
Pasteur. Its foundation marked the
beginning of an incredible bioindustrial journey in the global fight
against infectious diseases, with
major achievements in the field of
vaccination, as well as clinical and
industrial diagnosis.

Almost 50 years of experience
from Silliker, a company acquired by
Institut Mérieux in 1996. Its founder,
the late Dr. John H. Silliker, was a
renowned scientific figure in the field
of food safety in the United States
and around the world.

Mérieux NutriSciences is very
actively involved in the process of
innovation: Institut Mérieux devotes
almost 12% of its revenue to R&D
and has developed a network of
exceptional scientific partnerships
with academic and private research
organizations all over the world.
Additionally, it benefits from scientific
contributions from Mérieux Research
Grants. This program, launched by the
Institut in 2009, aims to select and
finance projects run by R&D teams at
the cutting-edge of innovation and of
strategic importance in the fields of
nutrition, diagnosis and therapy.

Today, Institut Mérieux employs 15,000
people committed to global public
health, generating sales in excess
of €2 billion. Through its bio-industrial
companies, it develops innovative, complementary solutions in response to the

world’s major health challenges:
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The strength of the Institut’s scientific
network is a major boost to Mérieux
NutriSciences and its capacity to innovate. This scientific grounding enables
the company to act as a creative force
assisting its customers in their R&D
programs, especially in the area of
nutrition.
Since 2010, Mérieux NutriSciences has
supported the international ”Better
Foods for Better Health” conference,
which brings together clinicians,
representatives of health organizations,
regulatory authorities and manufacturers
to discuss the challenges relating to
nutrition and to advance public health.

100%100%
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BIOFORTIS IS MÉRIEUX NUTRISCIENCES’ SPEARHEAD
FOR INNOVATION IN NUTRITION

Rodolphe Mérieux,
who was behind the Mérieux Group’s
acquisition of Silliker
Marcel Mérieux with Louis Pasteur (below),
and in his laboratory (opposite)
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Alain Mérieux
Dr. John Silliker,
founder of Silliker
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BIOFORTIS
INNOVATION
SERVICES

This Contract Research
Organization has developed
recognized expertise in
designing and running clinical
studies relating to nutrition,
intestinal health, immunity,
cardiac metabolism and
diabetes.

Its teams support healthcare and nutrition
companies in their R&D programs by gathering
scientific evidence of the effectiveness of
their products through the development and
performance of randomized clinical trials.
Combining nutritional expertise with
experience in clinical research, Biofortis also
carries out studies into food, nutritional
ingredients and food supplements in order to
answer questions relating to product safety,
tolerance, bioavailability and effectiveness.

Biofortis works with the main opinion leaders
in the cardiovascular, metabolism, immunity,
physiology of exercise, cognitive function,
satiety, and weight management fields. To
this end, Biofortis has a microbiome testing
platform at its Central Lab, so as to conduct
research into gastrointestinal health and the
impact of healthcare products on intestinal
microbiota. Work carried out by its researchers
has formed the basis of numerous scientific
publications.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

A

s a historical partner of food-processing
companies, Mérieux NutriSciences has
developed knowledge and skills in all areas
affecting consumers’ health.
Mérieux NutriSciences offers tailored support
to address the many health and regulatory
challenges that its customers face. With
complementary services encompassing analytical
testing, consulting, auditing, training, contract
research studies and sensory analysis, Mérieux
NutriSciences is committed to delivering:

”

THE SAME QUALITY
OF SERVICE EVERYWHERE.

”

Today, this culture of excellence has made
Mérieux NutriSciences an eminent consumerprotection organization and a trusted partner
for its customers.

7

FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS, IMPROVING
FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY HAS
BEEN AT THE HEART OF MÉRIEUX
NUTRISCIENCES’ WORK, ACCOUNTING
FOR ALMOST 80% OF ITS ANNUAL
REVENUES. MÉRIEUX NUTRISCIENCES
IS A MARKET LEADER IN A NUMBER
OF COUNTRIES.

T

o meet the demands of its customers,
including manufacturers, distributors,
restaurants and individual producers, throughout
the supply chain, Mérieux NutriSciences offers
a comprehensive range of services:

Microbiological, physical and chemical
analyses,
Specialized analyses for food contaminants,
identification of animal species, allergens,
authenticity tests, packaging tests etc.
As well as tailor-made support services:

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

A single commitment: ensure the safety of foods,
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, agrochemicals and
consumer goods in a more secure environment.

Auditing
Research
Consulting
Training

The network of over 80 Mérieux NutriSciences
accredited laboratories offers a uniform approach to
quality procedures in order to guarantee the reliability
and precision of results. This widespread international
presence makes it possible to ensure comprehensive
knowledge of local and international requirements in
a constantly evolving context.
Mérieux NutriSciences is also a renowned partner for
the development of new products. Its expert teams
offer comprehensive support, ”from conceptualization
to putting the product on the shelf.”
OUR SERVICES
Food analysis
Water analysis
Environmental
monitoring
Contract research
Consulting on quality
and safety

Sensory and
consumer studies
Labeling service
Data management
Training
Audit and inspection

SERVICES AND CONSULTING

DISTRIBUTION

Not only does Mérieux NutriSciences deliver results,
it also provides its customers with essential, relevant
and targeted specialist information.

A

s part of its Customer Excellence program,
Mérieux NutriSciences strives to deliver the
best service to its customers, to be attentive to their
expectations and to fulfill customer needs by making
precise and concrete commitments. This quest for
excellence with respect to customers is at the heart of
the Mérieux NutriSciences culture and is the constant
focus of all staff, at every stage of a partnership.
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he strength of the Mérieux NutriSciences
offering lies in the complementarity of its knowhow and services throughout the value chain and life
cycle of a product. From the research phase through to
consumer purchase, Mérieux NutriSciences guarantees
the quality, safety, traceability and authenticity of its
customer’s products.
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OUR VALUES
Integrity
Excellence
Accountability
Initiative

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK

PRESENT IN 21 COUNTRIES THROUGH
A NETWORK OF OVER 80 LABORATORIES
40%

IN EUROPE

39%

IN NORTH AMERICA

13%

INTERNATIONAL EXPANSION IS ONE
OF THE CORNERSTONES OF MÉRIEUX
NUTRISCIENCES’ DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY.

IN SOUTH AMERICA

8%

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AFRICA
AND THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

THIS APPROACH IS SUPPORTED BY A
HIGHLY FOCUSED ACQUISITION POLICY.
MORE THAN 20 ACQUISITIONS HAVE
BEEN COMPLETED SINCE 2007.

PORTUGAL

SPAIN

FRANCE

NETHERLANDS

SWITZERLAND

ITALY

POLAND

TURKEY

SOUTH AFRICA

REPUBLIC OF
MAURITIUS

ISRAEL

SAUDI ARABIA

INDIA

CHINA

SINGAPORE

AUSTRALIA

CANADA

UNITED STATES

M

érieux NutriSciences intends to
strengthen its presence in its traditional
markets in Europe and the United States, and
also pursue its growth in strong emerging
countries with significant growth potential.

The company already has a worldwide presence,
with sites in Europe and North America, as well as
Asia, South America, the Middle East and Africa.
Mérieux NutriSciences is the market leader in the
field of food safety in France, the United States,
Brazil, Turkey and many other countries.

MEXICO

CHILE

BRAZIL
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